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And this sphere of action, thus based upon a
positive (?) fact, would be reserved for religion.

We see how unscientific is this science. The
phenomena described by Myers also show not
infrequently and very distinctly the traces o*f
pathological disturbances. The most significant
ones cited by the author of Human Personality
enter the category of the facts observed by psy-
chologists, under the name of psychological autom-
atism. This automatism does not create new
syntheses; it is only the result of a psychic ac-
tivity which had already existed, and by which it
is almost always accompanied. Many phenomena
which kindle the imagination of James have been
recorded and studied by the alienists. We do
not yet know them very well and, at any rate, not
sufficiently to entrust to them the direction of the
religious sovereignty.r

Nevertheless, William James continues to con-

1 Let us recall this fact, many times confirmed. While scien-
tists and philosophers such as Richet, Lombroso, or Myers, set out
from spiritualism in search of the "multiple ego," psychologists
also reach it in a direct line by studying natural or artificial
somnambulism; physicians by examining neuropaths and
hysterical persons, and alienists, disaggregation of the personal-
ity. The morbidness and the mystery accompanying it are thus
invading the field of the subliminal consciousness. It is becom-
ing hazardous, from the scientific standpoint, and unseemly
from the religious one, to seek to erect a scientific religion upon
ground so uncertain.